Chapter 1





AIRFIELD MANAGEMENT





1.1. AIRFIELD MANAGER AREA OF CONTROL. The Airfield Manager or authorized representative:


1.1.1. Exercises control over landing surfaces.


1.1.2. Determines when landing surfaces are hazardous to flight operations.


1.1.3. Informs tower of usable runway and lakebed landing surfaces. Provides information to tower and SOF specifying which closed lakebed runways would be best if required for emergency landings.





1.2. RUNWAY MAINTENANCE. Airfield Management Operations (AMOps) issues advisories to tower and updates the 412th OG web page on the conditions of the hard surface and lakebed runways whenever inspections are completed or the operational status changes. Airfield Management ensures work crews are made aware that restricted low approaches may be conducted to the runway on which maintenance is being performed.





1.3. DAILY MAIN RUNWAY 4/22 AND AIRFIELD INSPECTIONS. AMOps will conduct a Runway (Rwy) 4/22 check within one (1) hour of official sunrise or prior to the first aircraft take-off, whichever is earlier. In the event the airfield is closed due to holidays, etc., the Rwy check will be accomplished prior to the airfield being opened. 


1.3.1. AMOps advises the weather station of runway opening time and active runway in the event the airfield was closed for a holiday, etc.


1.3.2. Airfield Management performs an airfield inspection including North and South Base and advises the control tower of runway(s) status, to include all lakebed runways immediately after completion of the airfield inspection. 





1.4. CLOSING AND REOPENING RUNWAYS. The Airfield Manager or authorized representative directs the opening and closing of runways due to tests, maintenance, debris, or inspections.





1.5. RUNWAY SURFACE CONDITION (RSC). Airfield Management is responsible for determining the RSC whenever weather conditions exist which could affect aircraft braking action (e.g. standing water, slush, ice or snow). Report the RSC to Weather and tower. Tower will include this information on the Automatic Terminal Information Service (ATIS). Advise Weather and ROC if ramp areas have standing water, slush, ice or snow as these can create engine induction icing and FOD conditions.





1.6. OVERDUE AIRCRAFT. The ROC is responsible for notifying AMOps when an aircraft within the Edwards Scheduling System has exceeded its estimated time of arrival (ETA) by 30 minutes.


1.6.1. AMOps personnel will, as a minimum, take the following actions:


1.6.1.1. Start Overdue Aircraft Search and Rescue checklist, which includes, but is not limited to:


1.6.1.1.1. Query tower to verify if aircraft has landed or has radio communications with the aircraft.


1.6.1.1.2. Query SPORT and JOSHUA to verify if either has had radio communications with the aircraft.


1.6.1.1.3. Request ROC, TA, and/or Security Forces to coordinate a ramp check.


1.6.1.1.4. Advise FAA Flight Service Station of overdue aircraft and request they check all bases in the area.


1.6.1.1.5. Notify the Airfield Manager who notifies the chain of command to 412 OG/CC.


1.6.1.1.6. Advise Flying Safety of overdue aircraft.


1.6.1.1.7. Advise Command Post (CP).


1.6.2. Refer to AFI 13-202, Overdue Aircraft, and complete required actions.





1.7. VEHICLE OPERATIONS. Airfield Management is responsible for authorization of vehicles and personnel on the airfield. Organizational Commanders required to operate vehicles on the airdrome will ensure their vehicle operators comply with procedures defined in AFFTCI 10-2, Control of Vehicles on the Airfield. All personnel who operate motor vehicles/bicycles/tricycles on the airfield must successfully complete a flightline vehicle operator’s familiarization course approved by the Airfield Manager and possess a valid AF Form 483, Certificate of Competency.


1.7.1. Personnel must receive clearance from tower for entry/exit into and out of the movement area. When tower is closed contact the CP for access. CP does not give approval to enter the movement area but only tracks the location of vehicles and personnel. No vehicles or personnel will enter the movement area without contacting the CP.


1.7.2. Only two-way radio equipped vehicles are permitted to operate within the movement areas. Vehicle operators shall contact tower for permission to enter the movement area and monitor the radio frequency at all times while in the movement area. When tower is closed, CP tracks vehicles in and out of the movement area. Tower/CP are not responsible for vehicles outside the movement area.


1.7.3. A two-way radio equipped vehicle may escort non-equipped vehicles within the movement area. Non-radio equipped vehicles will not operate within the movement area unescorted.


1.7.4. When necessary, tower recalls all vehicles and personnel from the movement areas. When told to depart the movement area, all vehicles and personnel will depart by the most expeditious route. During lakebed operations, vehicles will depart the lakebed using the nearest route that does not cross the lakebed runway or area to be vacated.


1.7.5. All Movement Area intrusions will be reported to AMOps.





1.8. UNAUTHORIZED CIVIL AIRCRAFT LANDINGS. In the event of an unauthorized civil aircraft landing the suspect aircraft must be isolated until cleared by Security Forces and Airfield Management personnel. An unauthorized civil aircraft is defined as any civilian aircraft that has not acquired a Civil Aircraft Landing Permit or an Aircraft Landing Authorization Number and/or lands without ATC clearance. Unauthorized civil aircraft landings include unauthorized aircraft that declared an in-flight emergency and were subsequently given permission to land.


1.8.1. Activate the primary and secondary crash phone and state:


1.8.1.1. "Unauthorized Civil Aircraft Landing"


1.8.1.2. Call sign/tail number (if known)


1.8.1.3. Type aircraft


1.8.1.4. Aircraft position


1.8.1.5. Direction of movement


1.8.1.6. Runway in use


1.8.1.7. Any other known information


1.8.2. On both FM nets make a blanket broadcast giving all known information


1.8.3. On all tower frequencies, including 121.5 and 243.0, make a blanket broadcast, “Attention all aircraft, on the ground at Edwards, hold your position”.


NOTE: Transmissions on 121.5, 243.0 and the Ramp Nets are not required during an exercise.


1.8.4. If possible, the tower will direct the aircraft to exit the runway at the nearest taxiway, hold its position, and turn off aircraft engines.


1.8.5. Airfield Management along with the Security Forces and Fire Department will block all taxiways leading to all aircraft parking areas.


1.8.6. Airfield Management will ascertain the aircraft’s position and once cleared by security personnel inform Transit Alert to lead the aircraft to an approved parking location.





1.9. EVACUATION OF AMOPS. The following general procedures will be utilized by AMOps personnel when evacuating to the control tower. A detailed listing of actions and responsibilities are found in the AMOps Quick Reaction Checklist, Emergency Evacuation of AMOps. 


1.9.1. AMOps personnel shall:


1.9.1.1. Activate Secondary Crash Net and pass temporary operating location, phone number and that the CP has assumed the responsibility of activating the Secondary Crash net.


1.9.1.2. Secure all classified material.


1.9.1.3. Transfer all phone lines.


1.9.1.4. Carry NEXTEL radios, Land Mobile Radios, and other required items to the alternate facility.


1.9.1.5. File flight plans with Riverside Flight Service Station via fax or by directly contacting LA Center.


1.9.2. Upon resuming normal operations activate the Secondary Crash Net and advise operations have returned to normal.
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