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Summary of Revisions: Changed 95 CS/SCX to AFFTC/IT and 412 TW/RM to 412 TW/MXG (para 5.1.1.).  Replaced OLAC PG/SHE, 412 TW/LGLX and 95 ABW/RM as technical advisors with AFRL/PROFE (para 5.1.2.).  Added a requirement to coordinate external National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and/or the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents for approval by ARG (para 6.2.4.).  Deleted attachments 1, 2 and 3.





1.  PURPOSE.  The Environmental Protection Committee (EPC)/Environmental Management Board (EMB) is mandated by AFI 32-7061, The Environmental Impact Analysis Process,  to review, coordinate, and approve/ disapprove environmental documents prepared by the Environmental Planning Function (EPF).  Pursuant to the direction of the EPC, responsibility is delegated to the Assessment Review Group (ARG) subcommittee to review, coordinate, and make recommendations regarding approval/disapproval of environmental documents.





2.  GENERAL.  This instruction establishes policies, responsibilities, and procedures to be used in prioritizing, reviewing, evaluating, and recommending for approval/disapproval all environmental analysis documents in accordance with AFI 32-7061 and applicable supplements.  The Assessment Review Group (ARG) subcommittee was established as a standing subcommittee of the EPC/EMB.





3.  POLICY.  The ARG will prioritize, review, and evaluate all environmental impact analysis documents (AF Forms 813, Request for Environmental Impact Analysis, Environmental Assessments, Environmental Impact Statements, Findings of No Significant Impact, etc.) to ensure all potential environmental impacts of an action are identified and assessed.  The ARG will recommend methods to modify an action to mitigate or minimize adverse environmental impacts in a manner that will comply with relevant legislation and policy.





4.  GUIDELINES.  The existing Environmental Protection Committee Charter will remain in effect and continue to ensure compliance with the Environmental Impact Analysis Process (EIAP).





5.  MEMBERSHIP.





The ARG is chaired by AFFTC/EM and membership consists of:





*5.1.1.  Voting Members:





	AFFTC/EM


	AFFTC/XP


	AFFTC/IT


AFFTC/JA


	AFFTC/PA


	AFFTC/SE


	95 ABW/CE


	95 AMDS/SGPB


	412 TW/MXG





*5.1.2.  Technical Advisors:


	AFRL/PROFE





�
5.2.  In addition, the ARG will request attendance by any organization that may provide insight to the EIAP of a particular project.  This will include project managers and proponents.  The chairperson of the ARG has the responsibility to ensure these individuals/organizations are notified of the meetings they should attend.  Voting members may request attendance of particular organizations as they deem necessary.  Organizations listed as voting members are responsible to provide alternates to attend meetings when the primary individual assigned cannot attend.





6.  RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERS.





6.1.  AFFTC/EM will:





6.1.1.  Provide the subcommittee chairperson who should be a representative of the appropriate Environmental Management Office organization (EMX).





6.1.2.  Schedule all ARG meetings and provide proper room for the same.  





6.1.3.  Ensure briefings are prepared and presented for all proposed actions.  





6.1.4.  Report to the ARG the findings of the EIAP and make recommendations as to the appropriate course of action for the processing of documents.





6.1.5.  Provide necessary support (in house or contract) to conduct EIAP for identified projects.  Where outside support is required, will obtain resources or brief project manager as to what is needed to accomplish EIAP.  Will seek reimbursement from project proponent for all costs associated with the accomplishment of the EIAP process.





6.1.6.  Maintain minutes of all the ARG meetings and provide ARG members with agenda for all upcoming meetings.  The draft agenda and minutes will be provided to the members 5 working days prior to the ARG meeting to allow them the necessary time for review and the final must be distributed 1 day following acceptance of the draft.  Included in the agendas will be a summary of new business to be conducted at the upcoming meeting, copies of all AF Forms 813 for any newly proposed action, and a comprehensive list of all outstanding actions that provides adequate information for ARG members on each project.  At a minimum, the listing should include title, funding timeline, concerns, and mission impacts.





6.1.7.   Forward ARG recommended EIAP documents for approval and signature by the EPC delegated authority.





6.1.8.  Sign and approve AF Form 813 actions that qualify for a categorical exclusion upon recommendation for approval by the ARG.





6.1.9.  Brief EMB as requested on the status of the EIAP and any high priority projects as needed.





6.1.10.  Provide ARG members with all documents (Environmental Assessments, Environmental Impact Statements, etc.) as needed to make determinations as to the adequacy of EIAP for a particular project.





6.1.11.  Maintain EIAP documents in a historical file and provide copies upon request.





6.1.12.  Process all EIAP requests in a timely manner, as dictated by the ARG-Generated Prioritization Listing.





6.2.  AFFTC/XP will:





6.2.1.  Perform required functions as a voting member of the ARG.





6.2.2.  Provide expertise for EIAP on matters related to mission activities for the AFFTC and associates.





  Provide expertise related to current and future plans for AFFTC and associates.





*6.2.4.  Coordinate external National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and/or the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) documents for approval by ARG.





6.3.  AFFTC/JA will:





6.3.1.  Perform required functions as a voting member of the ARG.





6.3.2.  Provide legal expertise on sufficiency of all EIAP documents, to include, Categorical Exclusions, EAs, EISs, and FONSIs.





6.3.3.  Provide information as to current actions related to NEPA and CEQA regulations and Air Force/EIAP regulations.





6.3.4.  Advise ARG and EPC/EMB as to legal basis for approval/disapproval actions.


�
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6.4.  AFFTC/PA will:





6.4.1.  Perform required functions as a voting member of the ARG.





6.4.2.  Advise ARG and EPC/EMB on the public affairs implications of EIAP documented activities.





6.4.3.  Provide the necessary support for release of EIAP documents to the public for review.





6.4.4.  Provide necessary support for holding public meetings related to EIAP.





6.5.  AFFTC/SE will:





6.5.1.  Perform required functions as a voting member of the ARG.





6.5.2.  Provide technical expertise to ARG and EPC/EMB on EIAP issues related to safety.





6.5.3.  Ensure that all applicable AFOSH, OSHA, and Cal-OSHA requirements are addressed in EIAP documents.





6.6.  95 ABW/CE will:





6.6.1.  Perform required functions as a voting member of the ARG.





6.6.2.  Advise ARG and EPC/EMB on issues related to maintenance, repair and minor construction, military construction projects, and other civil engineering related activities.





6.6.3.  Provide input to ARG on EIAP issues related to civil engineering operations and maintenance activities.





6.6.4.  Provide ARG and EPC/EMB with information related to Air Base Wing activities, facilities, and future plans.





6.6.5.  Assist ARG in prioritizing AF Form 813 based on information from programming, design and funding sources.





6.7.  95 AMDS/SGPB will:





6.7.1.  Perform required functions as a voting member of the ARG.





6.7.2.  Provide expertise for EIAP on matters related to occupational health.





Provide expertise for EIAP on Health and Safety Plan (HASP) issues.





 Provide expertise for EIAP on risk assessments, hazardous materials, radiation, environmental, and other assigned activities.





6.8.  412 TW/MXG will:





6.8.1.  Perform required functions as a voting member of the ARG.





6.8.2.  Provide ARG and EPC/EMB with information related to Test Wing mission activities, facilities, current and future plans.  This includes all Test Wing interests at EAFB.





6.9.  TECHNICAL ADVISORS.  At the request of ARG, provide expertise related to specific issues encountered during the EIAP.





7.  PROCEDURES.





7.1.  Meetings will be held twice a month, at a time and place agreed upon by ARG members.  Special meetings will be called by the ARG chairperson as required.





7.2. AFFTC/EMX will process routine AF Forms 813 prior to ARG meetings.  This will include minimal scoping needed to provide ARG members with enough information to allow for prioritization.  ARG will prioritize AF Forms 813 based on the following criteria.





7.2.1.  Importance to mission.





7.2.2.  Regulatory requirements (Env/Safety/Health).





7.2.3.  Customer need dates.





7.2.4.  Availability of funding.





7.2.5. Completeness of documents submitted by proponent.





7.3.  Prioritized AF Forms 813 will be returned to AFFTC/EMX for full scoping and analysis.  Full scoping and analysis will be performed by AFFTC/EMX based on the priority list.  Exceptions will be allowed based on ARG requirements.  In addition, lower priority AF Forms 813 may be worked on only if there is no delay to higher priority projects (as filler work where projects are on hold, etc.).





7.4.  Projects that have been fully analyzed will be brought back to the ARG for further review.  In instances where a Categorical Exclusion (CATEX) is deemed appropriate, the ARG chairperson will make the appropriate recommendation subject to ARG approval.  In instances where an EA or EIS is required, draft documents will be provided to the ARG for review and comments.  All “environmental reports” will include the necessary minimizations, mitigations, and other recommendations to reduce impacts to personnel and the environment.  These measures will be subject to ARG review and recommendation.


7.5.  Emergency/Priority Action AF Forms 813 may be processed/scoped by AFFTC/EM and approved by the ARG in an expedited manner.  This will normally require approval within 1 week, if possible.





7.6.  Projects that have EIAP action may be placed on hold or canceled.  In both of these instances, the project will be removed from the priority list.  Either of these actions is subject to ARG approval.  AFFTC/EMX will notify project managers in writing when their AF Form 813 is canceled or placed on hold and will include an explanation for this action.





7.7.  During ARG meetings, in depth reviews will be conducted for all EIAP actions.  This review will ensure the requirements of NEPA and AFI 32-7061 have been complied with.  All ARG members are expected to participate and voice support or opposition to actions.





7.8.  ARG members who have comments on any EIAP documents will provide them to the ARG chairperson.  Comments may be provided by electronic mail or in written format agreed upon by the ARG.  ARG members will be given adequate time to review all EIAP documents.





7.9.  On large projects where extensive documents are generated, the ARG chairperson may recommend a review conference be conducted.





7.10.  Where a CATEX is deemed appropriate by the ARG, AFFTC/EMXC will sign as the approving authority on the AF Form 813.  These approved AF Forms 813 will be provided as information to the EMB as requested or as deemed appropriate and necessary.





7.11.  On a case-by-case basis, ARG documents  (other than CATEX actions) recommended for approval will be forwarded to the EPC or EMB chairperson or a higher authority for final approval.  In addition, in any instances where there is major disagreement over an issue, an ARG member may request that additional information be sent to the EMB chairperson for review.





7.12.  Copies of approved EIAP documents will be forwarded to project managers and proponents within 5 working days of approval.





7.13.  The ARG may recommend, and the EMB may approve, special authorizations regarding EIAP.  Organizations may be given authority to conduct the EIAP using their own resources and signature authority on the AF Form 813.  The specifics of this authority will be documented in writing by Environmental Management and the organization and approved through the EMB.





7.14.  Briefings to the EMB will be conducted by the ARG chairperson.  They may include status of current activities as well as recently completed actions.  Presentation of a specific project or activity will be provided as needed.
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	WILBERT D. PEARSON JR., Major General, USAF


	Commander
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