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This instruction implements AF Cryptographic Operational Operating Instruction available through Communications Security (COMSEC) channels (AFKAO-1). It establishes responsibilities and procedures for requesting and using voice call signs within the Air Force Flight Test Center (AFFTC) communications system at Edwards AFB CA. This instruction applies to all activities, including contractors, that operate ground and airborne radio communications equipment at the AFFTC.





SUMMARY OF CHANGES:  Due to the deactivation of the  95th Communications Squadron, this document is being issued to reflect  the AFFTC Information Technology (IT) offices.





1.  GENERAL:





1.1. Use only authorized voice call signs in ground-to-ground, ground-to-air and air-to-air plain language communications to identify, indicate, or refer to aircraft, units, activities and key personnel. Locally originated voice call signs, with the exception of those described in paragraph 3.4, are not authorized and their use is not permitted at the AFFTC. Voice call signs are divided into two basic categories:  “static” and “changing.”





1.2.  Reserved changing voice call signs for flight operation assignment when required for communications outside the Edwards AFB air space. Changed at regular intervals. USAF Voice Call Sign Program Office predetermines these call signs for distribution through the AFFTC command post.





1.3.  Assignment of static voice call signs to flight operational aircraft, units, and activities for normal day-to-day operations and normally do not change. Request static voice call signs through COMSEC channels. 





2.  RESPONSIBILITIES: 





2.1.  AFFTC/ITXA624006 (COMSEC account number) will:


2.1.1.  Be the Edwards AFB focal point


2.1.2.  Provide guidance.


2.1.3.  Staff requests for call signs through AFMC CSO/624600





2.2.  95 ABW/CP will:


2.2.1.  Serve as the focal point for flight operations call signs.


2.2.2.  Verify the availability of call signs as specified in the current AFKAI-1.


2.2.3.  Direct identified call sign conflicts to AFFTC/ITXA 624006.





2.3.  412 OG/DO will:


2.3.1.  Ensure all flight operation call signs used are valid, per AFKAI-1.


2.3.2.  Assist new test programs in requesting call signs.








3.  PROCEDURES:





3.1.  All flight activities having requirements for additional voice call signs will send a request for call signs to AFFTC/ITXA 624006.  The written request must include the following information:  


3.1.1.  Command.


3.1.2.  Unit assigned to.





3.1.3.  Number of call-signs.


3.1.4.  Justification.


 


3.2.  USAF/AFFTC aircraft are permitted to use the prefix “Air Force” followed by the last five digits of the aircraft tail numbers (last three digits after initial communications contact is made).





3.3.  Outside agencies or contractors operating at Edwards AFB may use voice call signs authorized for their use by other assignment authority after coordination with 412 OG/DO. This will ensure that there is no conflict of call signs.





3.4.  Non-flight activities are permitted to generate a local call sign system that will fulfill mission requirements.  The following guidance is provided:


3.4.1.  Aeronautical Service (land stations) may use location, name and type of service provided, i.e., Edwards GCA, Edwards Approach Control, etc.


3.4.2.  Base and technical support activities (fire, security forces, civil engineering, etc.) will use call signs by the base name. Note: The exception for using the “Edwards” prosign is the Commander’s net, which simply identifies itself by using the call sign “Ponderosa.”





3.5.  Using agencies will provide a current and complete call sign list to the functional manager, e.g. MARS, Commander, etc., and the AFFTC Land Mobile Radio Manager (AFFTC/ITCF).
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